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This two-day seminar explores the recent Miracle Creed (MC) framework of Chomsky (2023) and Chomsky,
Kitahara, and Seely (Keio-EMU lectures, 2023). There are two central principles that guide the MC system:
the first is [S], The computational structure of language should adhere as closely as possible to the Strong
Minimalist Thesis; and the second is, assuming that language is basically a thought generating system, it
optimally observes principle [T]: All relations and structure-building operations (SBO’s) are thought-
related, with semantic properties interpreted at CI. We trace the connection between [S] and [T], and the
classic Duality of Semantics, leading to MC's separation of the propositional domain (including theta
structure), which results from External Merge; and the clausal domain (scope, information-related, etc),
resulting from Internal Merge. We will carefully review and then reanalyze the MC system, simplifying and
unifying key aspects of it, resulting in a deduction of the PIC, a simple notion of 'phase,' and an elegant
treatment of a range of otherwise puzzling empirical phenomena. We will also examine some mathematical
and combinatorial properties of the formal model, discuss some possibilities for Form Set, and speculate
about how parsing can be made operational.
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